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Pharma didn’t have to compete for 
prices, they just could demand the 
price and we had to pay it, the one that 
created the doughnut hole. In the be-
ginning, there were all kinds of 
glitches associated with that system. 

So, yes, we are working out bugs, but 
they are being worked out, and there 
are thousands of people every day who 
are getting the health care access they 
never would have had and insurance re-
form that they never would have had if 
the Republicans would have had their 
way. 

Also, I just want to make clear that 
people should know that there were in-
dividual stories that occurred that peo-
ple should never forget. Hundreds of 
people were furloughed, and thousands 
more didn’t know if they were going to 
get paid in the month of October. Con-
sider the anxiety that the Republican 
majority needlessly inflicted on Amer-
ican families, and inflicted it on public 
employees who serve our country every 
single day to the best of their ability. 
People seeking new Social Security 
cards in Minneapolis found the office 
closed. That is my district. People say-
ing, Wait a minute, I need a new Social 
Security card and can’t get one be-
cause of the Republican shutdown— 
that was wrong. 

The Veterans Administration offices 
were understaffed, and school trips 
were canceled because national parks 
were closed. It was galling to me that 
as the Republicans shut down the na-
tional monuments, they had the audac-
ity, the unmitigated gall, to go to the 
World War II Memorial and act like 
somebody shut that memorial down 
other than them. It is amazing. 

I can tell you that this moment, 
these last 2 weeks that we saw, 
shouldn’t be forgotten. They should be 
remembered. 

I want to thank the 87 sensible Re-
publicans who voted with the Demo-
crats in order to reopen the govern-
ment, and I just want to let everyone 
know that we can debate things here. 
We can try to improve the Affordable 
Care Act. We can talk about parts that 
could be better, and we can make it 
better. I encourage us to do that. 

But can we not shut down the gov-
ernment and do damage to the Amer-
ican economy just so we can score a po-
litical point and deny health care to 
thousands of people, perhaps millions 
of people? Can we work out our dif-
ferences in the normal course of legis-
lating? 

The Republicans know how to change 
the Affordable Care Act. They even 
know how to legitimately try to get rid 
of it through the 45 ways that they of-
fered legislation to destroy or defund 
or delay ObamaCare. They have done it 
before, but this time, they didn’t go 
through the normal course. They shut 
down the government and threatened 
default, and that was wrong. 

I just want people to remember what 
happened. Maybe we can avoid it in the 
months ahead, and I certainly hope you 
will. 

OBAMACARE IS DISASTROUS LAW 
FOR AMERICAN PEOPLE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN). The Chair recognizes the 
gentlewoman from Missouri (Mrs. WAG-
NER) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. WAGNER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to actually agree with Presi-
dent Obama that his signature health 
care law is indeed much more than a 
Web site riddled with technical 
glitches. Just ask any hardworking 
family in the Second District of Mis-
souri who have seen their premiums 
skyrocket, wages decreased, insurance 
coverage canceled of late, and hours 
cut back at work. The simple truth is 
the President’s Web site is just a sign 
of what is to come: ObamaCare is a dis-
astrous law for the American people. 

One of the most valuable lessons that 
I have learned over the last 9 months 
as a new Member of Congress is that 
more government is never the answer 
to the problems facing our Nation. 
ObamaCare makes the real problem of 
health care costs worse. ObamaCare 
has made offering health care for small 
business worse. ObamaCare raises pre-
miums, destroys the doctor-patient re-
lationship, and makes the quality of 
our health care worse. 

When President Obama promised the 
American people in 2009: ‘‘If you like 
your health care plan, you can keep 
it,’’ well, we now know that this claim 
was a blatant falsehood. 

Time and time again, the President 
has only offered broken promises to the 
American people. President Obama re-
cently spoke in the Rose Garden about 
who is benefiting from government-run 
health care; yet he failed to talk about 
the millions of Americans who are suf-
fering from it. 

I would like to take a moment to 
talk about a small business owner from 
Missouri’s Second District who is fac-
ing the harsh realities of ObamaCare. 
Jenn is the owner of Cotton Babies, a 
small business that makes high-quality 
diapers for consumers all over the 
world. As a result of ObamaCare, her 
premiums are projected to double, not 
only putting her livelihood in jeopardy, 
but her employees’ as well. Now Jenn 
is facing a difficult business decision 
regarding the employment opportuni-
ties and the price of her products going 
forward. 
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Jenn wrote to me recently and said: 
We can’t afford the change in health care 

premiums. We manufacture in the USA. We 
collectively cause the employment of thou-
sands all over the United States. Hundreds of 
small retailers depend on my brands for rev-
enue. We make American-made cloth diaper 
brands that help families who literally 
choose between diapers and food. 

Jenn later went on to say: 
I believe in affordable health care. I believe 

in taking care of the needy. We provide great 
health care insurance to our staff. We pay 
for 70 percent of the premium for the staff 
members and their entire family. We operate 
on microscopic margins and have valued tak-
ing care of our employees over taking a prof-

it. I simply don’t know how we, as a small 
business, are going to be able to shoulder the 
load with these changes. 

Madam Speaker and ladies and gen-
tlemen, this is just one of the many ex-
amples of real people being hurt by 
ObamaCare. It is time we realize that 
no matter how many tech experts 
President Obama hires to fix his $600 
million-plus taxpayer-paid Web site, it 
will never stop ObamaCare from hurt-
ing the American people. 

As your Representative, I will never 
stop fighting until ObamaCare is re-
placed with free market-based solu-
tions that expand access without de-
stroying our economy and lowering the 
quality of care. 

f 

THE WATER RESOURCES REFORM 
AND DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2013 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
New Hampshire (Ms. KUSTER) for 5 
minutes. 

Ms. KUSTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today as a member of the House Sus-
tainable Energy and Environment Coa-
lition to express my strong opposition 
to provisions in the bill before us today 
that will vastly limit public input and 
curtail opportunities to save taxpayers 
money. 

The provisions I am speaking about 
in the WRRDA bill aim to decrease 
delays and help move projects forward, 
which sounds great in theory. Who 
doesn’t want to remove bureaucrat red 
tape? But in reality, what the bill does 
won’t actually fix the problem that 
holds up so many Army Corps projects. 

This bill would strictly limit the en-
vironmental review process that has 
proven time and again to save taxpayer 
dollars. The Assistant Secretary of the 
Army for Civil Works has even testified 
about this fact before the United 
States Senate. The real reason for 
projects being delayed is simply that 
the Congress authorizes around $20 bil-
lion worth of projects but then only ap-
propriates the funds to cover just $1 
billion in projects. 

So let’s not try to place all the blame 
on the environmental review process, a 
review process that has time and time 
again saved taxpayer dollars, preserved 
historic sites, and protected endan-
gered species, all while producing bet-
ter projects with more public support. 

I appreciate the bipartisan work that 
Chairman SHUSTER and Ranking Mem-
ber RAHALL have done to put together 
this bill. This is an important piece of 
legislation that we consider in this 
House today. 

Once the bill has passed in the House, 
I look forward to working with my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle as we 
conference with the Senate to improve 
these provisions that will limit public 
input, increase taxpayer costs, and 
harm the environment. 

f 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE MONTH 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 

WAGNER). The Chair recognizes the 
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